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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

January  lltli,  1860. 
Kead  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


REPORT 


OF 


THE    COMMISSIONERS 


UPON  THE 


QUESTION  OF  BOUNDARY 


BETWEEN  MARYLAND  AND  VIRGINIA. 


11  E  P  0  E  T . 


City  of  Washington, 

December  21st,  1859. 
To  THE  Honorable, 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland  : 

Tlie  undersigned.  Commissioners  upon  the  question  of 
boundary  between  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  in 
virtue  of  the  authority  of  the  Acts  of  Assembly,  under  which 
they  respectively  hold  their  commissions,  beg  leave  respective- 
ly to  report: 

That  they  met  at  Washington  City  on  the  18th  of  August, 
1858,  and  made  the  subjoined  application  marked  A,  to  the 
Honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  the  services  of  an  officer  of 
U.  S.  Engineers,  to  aid  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

That  in  accordance  with  this  request  the  Honorable  Secre- 
tary of  War,  kindly  and  promptly  responded  by  detailing 
Lieut.  N.  Michler,  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 

That  the  Commissioners  again  met  by  appointment^  at  New 
Creek,  Virginia,  and  with  Lieut.  Michler  proceeded  thence  to 
the  locality  of  the  Fairfax  Stone. 

The  spot  and  stone  were  easily  recognized  and  identified, 
September  19th,  1858,  by  the  Commissioners  and  Lieut. 
Michler.  The  following  gentlemen  did  them  the  honor  to 
accompanying  them,  viz  :  James  R.  Partridge,  Esq.,  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  Maryland,  Hugh  Lennox  Bond,  Esq.,  of  Bal- 
timore, Philip  Pendleton,  Esq.,  of  Allegany  County,  Mary- 
land, and  John  Coneway,  the  guide. 


This  iluty  jiorl'onned,  tlio  (.'ormnissionors  again  mot  So])- 
tembor  oOtJi,  where  in  company  -with  Lieut.  Michler,  tliey 
])rococ'tled  to  the  Eastern  .Shore  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

AVliilst  at  Horntown,  A^irginia,  the  accompanying  instruc- 
tions marked  B  and  C,  for  commencing  the  duties  entrusted  to 
liim  Avere  agreed  upon  and  given  to  Lieut.  Michler. 

Tlic  Commissioners  met  again  at  Baltimore,  October  28th, 
and  addressed  the  additional  instructions  marked  D  to  Lieut. 
Michler. 

The  accompanying  report  and  Maps  of  Lieut.  Michler  show 
the  progress  of  the  work  up  to  this  date,  and  we  submit  his 
estimates  as  the  basis  of  appropriations  for  the  erection  of  per- 
manent and  prominent  monuments  to  mark  such  Boundary 
lines  as  said  States  may  concur  in  establishing. 

The  Commissioners  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledg- 
ing the  zeal  and  intelligence  of  Lieut.  Michler,  and  of  return- 
ing to  him  tlieir  thanks  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  has 
discharged  his  duties  and  recommend  a  suitable  compensation 
he  made  for  his  services.  They  are  also  under  great  obliga- 
tions to  the  Superintendent  of  the  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  for 
much  valuable  information  contained  in  a  number  of  tracings 
of  manuscript  Maps  of  the  topography  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  Boundary. 

Signed, 

THOMAS  J.  LEE, 

Commissioner  for  Maryland. 

AUGUS.  w.  McDonald, 

Commissioner  for  Yiro;inia. 


(A.) 

Washington,  August  19tli,  1858. 
Honorable  John  B.  Floyd, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  : — Tlie  undersigned  Commissioners  for  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  to  retrace  and  mark  the  Boundary 
lines  between  the  two  States,  have  the  honor  to  request,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Grovernors  of  their  respective  States, 
the  assistance  of  the  general  Government,  and  that  the  Colo- 
nel of  the  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers  U.  S.  Army,  be 
authorised  by  you  to  detail  an  officer  of  that  Corps,  skilled  in 
Astronomy  and  furnished  with  the  necessary  Instruments_,  to 
be  placed  in  charge  of  the  parties  to  be  employed  upon  the 
above  duty. 

It  is  our  desire  should  our  request  be  granted,  that  the  offi- 
cer detailed  should  not  be  a  native  or  citizen  of  either  of  the 
two  States  we  represent. 

We  desire  to  proceed  with  the  execution  of  the  work  as 
early  as  practicable. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Yery  Respectfully, 

AUGUS.  w.  McDonald, 

Commissioner  for  Virginia. 

THOMAS  J.   LEE, 

Commissioner  for  Maryland. 


(B.) 

COMMISSION  FOR  TEACINaTHE  BOUNDARY  LINES 
BETWEEN  MARYLAND  AND  VIRGINIA. 

HoRNTOWN,  Accomac  County,  Va., 

October  2nd,  1858. 

Lieut.  Michler, 

U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 

Sir  : — The  Commisioners  desire  that  you  proceed  at  once 
to  obtain  by  actual  survey  as  accurately  as  possible  a  plat  of 
the  old  Scarburgh  Line,  traced  somewhere  about  the  year 
1668,  from  near  the  mouth  of  the  Pocomoke   to   the   Sounds 


near  the  sea,  and  also  a  continuation  of  this  line  westwardly, 
along-,  and  near  the  North  Shore  of  Pocomoke  Bay,  to  Fau- 
quier Sound, 

It  is  supposed  that  there  are  still  standing  some  old  marks 
of  the  Scarburgh.  Line,  but  that  nevertheless  where  these 
marks  do  not  exist  a  close  approximation  can  be  had  from  the 
limits  of  the  land  of  those  persons  owning  adjacent  to  it. 

You  Avill  please,  therefore,  ascertain  as  you  progress,  and 
mark  on  your  plat  as  nearly  at  you  can,  the  names  of  the 
proprietors  on  each  side  of  the  line,  with  the  limits  of  their 
tracts  adjoining  it,  noting  the  parts  of  the  line  that  are 
now  acknowledged  and  adopted  as  such,  and  those  parts  that 
may  be  still  in  doubt. 

It  is  inferred  from  documents  in  possession  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, that  the  Commissioners  of  1668,  did  not  mark  the 
Line,  west  of  the  Pocomoke,  and  that  in  all  probability, 
you  will  find  no  marks  to  guide  you.  You  must,  therefore,  be 
governed  in  the  direction  of  your  line  westwardly  from  the 
Pocomoke  to  Fauquier  Sound,  by  the  mean  or  average  direc- 
tion of  the  whole  line  on  the  East  side  of  the  Kiver,  the  line 
dividing  Worcestor  from  A.ccomac. 

It  is  equally  desirable  to  note  along  this  portion  of  your 
work  the  names  of  the  proprietors  and  limits  on  said  line  of 
the  lands  of  each,  with  the  location  of  all  dwellings  and  im- 
provements adjacent,  and  also  the  limits  of  marsh  and  firm 
ground,  upon  the  southern  side  of  your  line  especially. 

As  this  preliminary  step  of  the  Commissioners  is  merely  to 
obtain  the  best  local  information,  you  will,  to  avoid  misap- 
prehension on  the  part  of  those  interested,  please  explain  to 
them  the  object  of  your  survey. 

The  originals  of  your  notes  and  plat  you  will  for  the  present 
retain  in  your  possession  subject  to  the  future  orders  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  transmit  to  each  of  them  a  certified  copy 
of  the  plat  with  such  explanations  as  you  may  deem  essen- 
tial. 

To  carry  out  these  instructions,  you  will  be  allowed  to  em- 
ploy one  assistant,  a  surveyor  and  draughtsman,  at  a  com- 
pensation of  four  dollars  j)er  day,  for  the  time  he  may  be  em- 
ployed, and  such  number  of  laborers  as  you  may  deem  neces- 
sary, having  strict  regard  to  economy  in  your  expenditures. 

You  will  please  submit  an  estimate  of  what  amount  of  funds 
you  will  require  ibr  the  present. 

We  are  sir,  very  respectfully, 

A.  w.  McDonald, 

Commissioner  for  Virginia 

THOMAS  J.  LEE, 

Commissioner  for  Maryland. 


(C.) 

COMMISSION  FOR  TRACING  THE  BOUNDARY  LINES 
BETWEEN  MARYLAND  AND  VIRGINIA. 

HoRNTOWN,  Accomac  Co.,  Va., 

October  4th,  1858. 
Lieut.  MicHLER, 

U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 

Sir  : — At  the  conclusion  of  the  preliminary  examination, 
you  are  instructed  to  make  by  our  letter  of  October  2nd,  you 
will  please  proceed  to  the  Fairfax  Stone  at  the  head  of  the 
north  branch  of  the  Potomac,  as  ascertained  and  identified  by 
us  on  the  19th  of  September  last,  and  prosecute  as  far  as  the 
season  will  permit  such  astronomical  observations  as  may  be 
requisite  to  determine  the  direction  of  a  meridinal  line  from 
this  point  to  the  Pennsylvania  Line. 

As  it  is  not  probable  that  the  Avhole  of  this  line  could  be 
traced  this  fall,  you  will  for  the  present  confine  your  self  to  the 
Astronomical  part  merely,  and  to  establishing  as  many  dis- 
tant points  along  the  line  as  you  may  deem  essential  as  checks 
to  the  Surveyors  in  tracing  and  marking  the  same. 

For  which  purpose  you  are  authorized  to  retain  the  services 
of  your  assistant  at  the  same  compensation  and  to  employ 
such  laborers  as  you  may  require. 

You  will  please  also  inform  us  of  the  probable  amount  of 
funds  you  may  require  for  this  service. 

We  are  sir,  very  respectfully, 

A.  w.  McDonald, 

Commissioner  for  Virginia. 
THOMAS  J.  LEE, 

Commissioner  for  Maryland. 


(D.) 

Baltimore,  October  28th,  1858. 
Lieut.  N.  MiciiLER, 

U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 

Sir  : — In  addition  to  the  Instructions  contained  in  our 
joint  letter  of  October  2nd,  you  will  please  extend  your  sur- 
vey to  that  portion  of  Islands  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  through 


which  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  Boundary  is  supposed  to 
pass,  between  Watkins'  Point  and  Smith's  Point,  so  as  to 
^ive  tlie  Commissioners  as  nearly  as  you  can  the  names  of  the 
landholders  upon  each  side,  with  the  extent  of  tlie  lands  of 
each  along  the  line. 

And  as  it  appears  that  the  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  Topogra- 
ghvj  does  not  at  present  include,  what  is  now  called  the  mouth 
of  the  Pocomoke  Eiver,  you  Avill  please  include,  also,  that  in 
your  surveys. 

By  joining  these  detached  surveys  with  the  nearest  coast 
survey  Trigonometrical  Point,  we  will  be  enabled  with  the 
aid  of  that  Triangulation  to  locate  them  accurately  upon  a 
general  Map  if  necessary. 

AUGUS.  w.  McDonald, 

Commissioner  on  the  part  of  Virginia . 
THOMAS  J.  LEE, 
Commissioner  on  the  part  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Michler  will  please  send  each  of  us  accurate  copies  of 
the  above  by  mail. 

A.  w.  McDonald. 


